Scaffolding Comparatives and
. Superlatives in Context (Pre-School)

) Donna Lee Fields, Ph.D.
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theory behind scaffold...

As a pre-school teacher, it's easy to doubt your young students” verbal

abilities in a second (or third, or fourth) language; however, it's been proven time
and again that the same skills and turns of speech children can produce in their
home language/s, they can produce in the classroom language. Most studies agree
that a child reaches full grammatical cognition of a language at 7 years of age. Until
then, it’s important to specifically target certain structures to reinforce the twists
and turns involved in linguistic expression, in order to give your young learners
more confidence in their verbal abilities. This scaffold helps students by making
these skills more visible and tractable, in this case specifically in wusing
comparatives and superlatives, and including interdisciplinary content for fuller
learning experience.

As an example of how you can reinforce verbal skills, we have chosen

Roseanne Thong's beautifully illustrated story Round is a Mooncake: A Book of
Shapes, a story that integrates geometric awareness in everyday objects, with
cultural identifiers, all wrapped in rhymed phrasing. Young learners, especially,
engage more deeply when they hear rhymed text; in truth, at any age, this dynamic
helps generate more language and cognitive development. (Read more about the
importance of rhyming at this site.)

Red = Comparatives

Blue = Superlatives

Green = Geometric concepts
Yellow = Story plot
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https://scaffoldingmagic.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Round-Mooncake-Shapes-Roseanne-Thong/dp/1452136440/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1518876636&sr=8-1&keywords=round+is+the+moon
https://www.amazon.com/Round-Mooncake-Shapes-Roseanne-Thong/dp/1452136440/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1518876636&sr=8-1&keywords=round+is+the+moon
http://www.kbyutv.org/kidsandfamily/readytolearn/file.axd?file=2011%2F3%2F2+Rhymers+are+Readers-Why+Important.pdf
https://scaffoldingmagic.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Spinning-Wheel-Template.pdf

Step by step:

1. Choose a book (in this case, we use Round is Mooncake: A Book of
Shapes).

2. Break up the sentences from the story into sections that may include: a)
comparative statements, b) superlative statements, c¢) geometric (or
mathematical) concepts and d) plot and characters.

Teacher:  The girl is looking at round radish cakes and square tofu
Teacher:  The cats are in a square basket. bars.

Students: The cats are in a square basket. Students: The girl is looking at round radish cakes and square tofu
Teacher:  The girl is writing on rectangular paper. bars.

Students: The girl is writing on rectangular paper.

3. See examples in this PDF.

4. Print out a large spinner and put it in the middle of the circle of students.
Make a gesture for each category (colour) so students will more easily
remember what category the colours correspond to.

S. One student goes to the middle of the circle and spins the spinner.
She/he identifies the colour the spinner lands on and makes the gesture
of which category that refers to.

6. You hold up an image for that category, verbalise the pertinent
information, and students repeat what you say in chorus, or answer a
question you pose in chorus.

7. Read the story together.

8. Formative assessment:. After you've all read the book, show images again
and ask students to compare them, point out geometric shapes, or talk
about the characters in the story.*

*Formative assessments are markers of student learning to determine the retention of
knowledge (or lack thereof) of any lesson they have participated in. These assessments are
crucial in our (the teacher's) ability to determine whether we need to repeat or adjust the
lesson, or whether our lesson was successful and we can confidently move forward knowing
that our students' base knowledge has been augmented.
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https://scaffoldingmagic.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Round-Mooncake-Shapes-Roseanne-Thong/dp/1452136440/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1518876636&sr=8-1&keywords=round+is+the+moon
https://www.amazon.com/Round-Mooncake-Shapes-Roseanne-Thong/dp/1452136440/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1518876636&sr=8-1&keywords=round+is+the+moon
https://subdomain.scaffoldingmagic.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Scaffolding-Comparatives-and-Superlatives-in-Context-Pre-School-Template.pdf
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